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that authority was primarily conferred upon the priesthood through the Apostles and upon bishops by the laying- on of hands, whereby the "Apostolic succession" was conveyed to the person consecrated. Regarding Ordination as the source of spiritual authority, they deny that the spiritual functions can be duly discharged where the Apostolic succession had failed through so-called Ordination by persons not themselves capable of conveying the Apostolic succession. Rome denies the validity of Anglican orders which Anglicans maintain; Anglicans generally deny the validity of Presbyterian orders which some Presbyterians maintain; whereas the great majority of sects outside the Roman, the Greek, and the Anglican Churches repudiate the Catholic position altogether and regard Ordination as a merely human institution introduced only for purposes of organization after the primitive times. The evidence being inconclusive, the historian is unable to arbitrate between the theologians, however strong his convictions as a theologian may happen to be.
Christianity originated among the Jews of Palestine. There were colonies of Jews in many of the cities of the Roman Empire, especially in Egypt and in parts of Asia Minor, and there had long been a large colony in Rome. The Jews everywhere were naturally the first persons reached by the missionaries, with the natural result that when the name of Christianity first began to be known the Christians were regarded as a Jewish sect. The Jews were not popular. Wherever they went their law made them hold themselves apart, accounting all who were not of their own faith as heathens and idolaters. Other folk generally had a miscellaneous pantheon into which they were quite ready to admit new gods. Generally speaking, in the eyes of the world at large, there was no sort of sacrilege in propitiating unaccustomed deities; whereas the Jew stubbornly refused to recognize any God save one, and was indeed obliged to obtain special exemption from participating in sacrifices to the dead or living and deified Caesars and to the recently invented Goddess of Rome. The Jewish colonies were already looked upon, in the same light as they are today in many parts of the world, with a dislike which was partly superstitious and partly social. The Christians from the beginning appeared to the populace as the worst kind of Jew; a Jew with a particularly fantastic creed against whom even the other Jews told evil stories while they held themselves aloof from the world and pretended to obey a superior morality. The mob viewed them with suspicion; cultured society swallowed the common rumors, and looked upon them with mingled contempt and disgust, as evidenced by the scathing terms in .which Tacitus speaks of them. The Roman world and the Roman law; tolerated all religions, but here was a religion which condemned all others as positively false, and encouraged disloyalty by repudiating the gods officially recognized by the State.